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St. Paul's Epiſtle tO the Romans, 
7 OB AT 0.--VERK-06,:9. 

For, for this Cauſe pay you Tribute alſo: for they 
are GOD's Miniſters, attending continually 
upon this very thing, 8 e 
Render therefore to all their Dues, Tribute to whom 
Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, Fear 
to whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour. 


ESSEN S E Words contain a ſtrict Injunction 
o CHRISTIANS to pay readily what is 
r due from them to their MAGISTRATES, 
Lee with the Reaſon of it. The Deſign of 
— the Chtiſtian Religfon is to improve Men 
323 in all Virtue; to make them practiſe it 
more perfectly, and from purer Motives than People 
can have from the Light of Nature. And therefore, 
fance by that ye are bound to be juſt, or to render eve- 
ry Man his Due, leaſt of all ought we to fail in this to 
the Civil Magiſtrate, who * an undoubted Right 9 
2 "= mae 
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the Taxes, to Honour, Reſpect and Obedience; theſe 
are as'much his Due, or Right, as any thing elfe is a- 
ny other Man's: For, MAIS T RAC x is the INST]- 
TCUTION of GOD, Rulers are his Servants, his 


| Deputies and Vicegerents, to preſerve Peace, Order 


and Righteouſneſs : This is the Magiſtate's perpetuil 


Buſineſs, to which he is to attend continually; and 
therefore he ought not to be denied that Tribute, Hb- 


nour and Obedience, which are due to his Office. 


_ Thvs the Words command Chriſtians to perform 


their Duty to Magiſtrates in general, whether they be 
Supreme, or Subordinate; and therefore we ought to 


underſtand them as belonging to Sovereign Princes in 
the higheſt Degree; but yet as applicable to the meaneſt 


of thoſe who are veſte with Publick Authority ; and 


the ſame Duties are incumbent on the People to ſuch, 
tho' of an inferiour Order. For, tho' the Head, as 


being the Seat of Wiſdom, and having the Dire&ion 
of all the Members of the Body, is juſtly accounted 
more honourable, and is more to be taken care of, or 
reſpected, than the outward Members, which are mide 
only to be ſubſervient to it; in like manner, tho Sub- 
jects are to pay the Duties here requir'd, moſt eſpecial- 


ty, and moſt eminently to Princes; yet they are lie- 
wife due, ina lower degree, to Magiſtrates of a lower 


Form; they being, as it were, the Hands and Fingers 
of MaJesTY. I may therefore, agreeably to the De- 


ſign of the Apoſtle here, repreſent the Duty of Chri- 
ſtians to their Governours in general, with the Grounds 


of it; and I ſhall not think that I wander from my Sub: 
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cct, if what! ſay be juſt and pertinent for Magiſtrates 
of a lower Degree, as well as for Sovereign Faces, 
and the Duty of ie to them. 


+ Ty H E Method I intend to obſerve, is this: : 
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1 IS RALI endeavour to explain the Original and 
Inſtitution of MAIS T RAC YB; and ſhew in what 
Senſe Governours are GOD's as ons thy are 
e laid to be. A 

11. 1 Cos Gs the Deſign of their Iuſtituti- 
on, in which they are ſuppos'd to be always Ay 
attending continually to this very thing; namely, that 
they may do Good, protect the Innocent, and puniſh - 
the Evil- doer. | 


III. 1 SHALL explain the Duties here required 
of the People, and ſhew how unworthy it is in them 
to deny thele to their Magiſtrates, and how unſuita- 7 | 
ble, not only to Chriſtianity, but to common Gratitude, 1 
| and indeed to their own Intereſt, 


Ta is is accounted a nice Subject, and razely to be 
meddled with; yet, I cannot imagine why 8 be 
thought either wore abfruſe, or more unſuitable to this 
Place, than the Duties of Parents and Children, of * 
Maſters and Servants, or of other Relations of Human = 
Life. The Relation of Magiſtrate and Subject, or of 
Governour and being governed, reaches as fac as any, 
01 her. All Mankind have generally been in one 5 o- 
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ther of theſe Conditions, and many of them in both, 
in different Reſpects; and where we have the Example 
of an Apoſtle in declaring the Duties of ſuch Perſons; 
and take care withal to think and ſpeak the Truth, 
which we ſhould always ſtudy to do; but eſpecially in 
this Place, there can, one would think, be neither any 
reat Fault or Error in explaining this, more than other 
Duties of Religion. , 
"Firſt, THEN, it is here ſaid, That Magiſtrates are 
the Miniſters of GOD, from which Expreſſion ſome 
have concluded, that Sovereign Princes have a Divine 
Hereditary Rigbt to govern their Domimons, altoge- 
ther independent of any Human Eſtabliſhment; as if 
they were entit'led to this in another manner than any 
Man beſide is to any thing that belongs to him; as if 
there had been an expreſs Revelation from GO P, and 
a particlar Deſignation of ſuch Perſons and Families to 
that Office; and that the Laws or Rules agreed on by 
Men had nothing to do in it, either to eſtabliſh it to 
fuch a Perſon at firſt, or to direct the Conveyance of it 
afterward. Now, all this is a great Miſtake ; for tho 
G OD did thus particularly make choice of Saul, and 
afterwards of David, and of ſeveral of the Kings of 
Tudah and Iſrael, yet this was not praftis'd toward all 
them, nor was it ever done in any other Nation. In 
all others, and even in theſe too, whatever way the 
Sovereign Power came to be ſettled at firſt, the 
| Exerciſe and Enjoyment of it was confirm'd and 
determin'd in each Country, by the ſame Laws 
or Cuftoms that ſecure inferiour Men in 1 5 
9 — ight. 


E 
Rights. It is indeed by the Providence of GOD that 
any Event whatſoever comes to paſs, and therefore tis 
by it that Kings reign, and Princes decree Fuſlice or, 
that ſubordinate Magiſtrates exerciſe their Power, ac- 


_ cording to the Limits of their Juriſdiction. But this is 


far from being a Foundation tor what they call a Di- 


vine 3 Right; that ſeems to imply, that they 
uch a Right, were appointed immediatel7 
by G0 D; and not only they, but their Poſterity, in 


who have ſuch 


all Generations, without it's being poſſible for a People 
ever to be reliev'd, how much ſoever their Princes act- 
ed contrary to the End of their Office; and tho' they 


never ſhew'd any authentick Proofs, ſuch as Miracles, 
or Meſſages from Heaven, to aſſure the People that 
GOD had appointed them; which might very well 
have been expected, where GOD is ſaid to do any 


| thing immediate]y, | 


Alt then that is to be underſtood by this Expreſli- 
on, the Miniſters of G O D, is, thatPrinces, and other 


inferiour Magiſtrates or Governours, (for they are both 


ſpoken of here alike) that make it their Endeavour to 
anſwer the End of their Office; namely, to protect 
Innocence and Right,and to puniſh Iniquity and Wrong, 
are, in fo doing, the Miniſters or Servants of G0 D. 


It is agreeable to the Will of G O D, that there ſhould 


be ſuch a Subordination among Men, for the lake of 


Peace and Righteouſneſs; and they, who in their Sta- 
tions promote theſe moſt, are his moſt proper Miniſters ; 
ſince they both act conformably to the Directions that 


he hath giver, and reſemble Him who is the Great 


GOVER- 


[8] 


GOVERNOUR of the WORLD, as his Depu- 


ties, by carrying on the ſame gracious Purpoſes that he 
loves to advance everywhere, It appears, both from 
Scripture and Reaſon,- that it is the Will of G O O there 
ſhould be Order and Government; but it cannot be ſaid, 
that he has determin'd particularly the Form of Go- 
vernment, ſo as to make all other Forms unl:wtol ; 


and much leſs, that he. hath fix d the particular Per- 


ſons, or their Deſcendants, to be his Miniſters, who 
are to govern in each Place; this he hath left to the 
Choice and Determination of Men; namely, of each 


Nation for it ſelf. If any inferiour Magiſtrate be out- 


ed ot his Office, as having ſerv'd the full Time in which 


by Law he was to have continued; or, if by Law hebe 


declar'd uncapable, and either not admitted, or legally 
depriv'd: in all theſe Caſes no Wrong can be {uppos d 
to be done to him when thoſe Honours and Services 
are not paid him, which, in effect, were only due to 
him as in ſuch an Office, and which of Right belong 
to him that is poſſeſs d of it according to Law. And 
it were no leſs unreaſonable for ſuch a one, for Inſtance. 
who had been Mayor of a City, but was out of his 
Office ; or, for his Son, who, perhaps, was unquali- 
fied, and never admitted, to claim a'Right to the Ho- 


nour and Profits of the Mayoralty: this, I ſay, is s 


_ unreaſonable as it is for another who had once an E. 


ſtate belonging to him, and to his Family, to claim the 


Enjoyment of it, alter it had been ſold or convey'd fair- 


ly and legally to another, As ſuch can have no Hu- 
man Right in ſuch a caſe, if they have a Divine one, 


they ought to prove it by rage; or by an immediate 
and 
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end expreſs Declaration of the Will of G O D about 
it. and not by a vain Pretence of this without Proof. 


I Havx been the more plain and diſtin& in explain- 
ing this Matter, on account of the Dangers we have 


been threatned with from the Groundleſs Pretences of 


2 certain Perſon to this Hereditary Divine Right; by 
which he would not only deſtroy His MajesTY's moſt 
jaſt and undoubted Title, but entail -Popery and Slavery 
upon us. An Allegation that hath ſuch a Train of 
 Miſchiefs neceſſarily attending it, had need be well at- 
teſted before it be admitted. It is what we cannot be 
 blam'd for at leaſt, for being loath to reeęive; nor for 
enquiring ſtridly into the Proofs of; becauſe we hall 

have great and juſt Cauſe of Sorrow, if it were found 
that there were any Solidity in them; namely, that 
we muſt reſiſt him who has the Right, or yield to him 


to our utter Undoing. But, G O O he prais'd, the 


Righteous Title is ſo combin'd with our own Happi- 
_ neſs and Security, that they are inſeparable. For, as 
it can never be imagin'd, that a People ſhould give 


their Magiſtrate a Power and a Right to deſtroy them 


neither can it be aftirm'd (without Blaſpheny) of GOD, 
that he does it, The Divine, as well as Human Right, 


belongs to him who is legally eſtabliſh'd, and who 


takes care to diſcharge the Duty of his Office, by pro- 


tecting Innocence and Right from Violence and Wrong: 


Bur this will farther appear from explaining the | 


EE . - 
Second HEAD I propos'd; namely, To ſhew what 
the Defign of the Inſtitution of Magiltracy is. 


Now, that is plainly to preſerve Peace and Order, 
and Righteouſneſs, among Men. In this corrupt State, 


in which Men are; we are notled by Reaſon and Equity, 


or the Law of GOD, but by our own unjuſt Deſires, 


and wicked Paſſions : and therefore there could be.no 
Safety to any one, cither for his Life, or for any thing 
he poſleſs'd; it there were not ſome ſet over others, 


whoſe Buſineſs it was to protect thoſe that were wil- 
ling to be quiet, and to puniſh and reſtrain the Evil 


Doer., 


Fo great is the Neceſſity. of this, that no Society 
can be without it. Even where a Multitude joyn to- 


| Fra to rob other People, they muſt have ſome Or- 


er end Government among themſelves; by which they 


may be preſerv'd from doing Hurt to each other: o- 


therwiſe ſuch Confufion would ariſe, as muſt needs 
ſcatter and diſperſe them, Now, becauſe not any one 


Man hath more Fower in his own Perſon than another; 


the People, or they who, are governed, agree to aſſiſt 
their Ruler in executing thoſe Rules, ur Laws, accord- 


ing to which they are to behave themſelves; And he 


is to. have all the Help that the Inferiours can afford, 
for ſecuring the Innocent, and puniſhing the Guilty, 


Tus the Governour hath the Hearts and Hands 


of all that are under him, to order and dire& them for 
the Benefit and juſt Security of any one, againſt ano- 


ther: 
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E 
ther: and for the Protection of the whole Community, 
againſt a foreign Enemy. A Magiſtrate is like the 
Maſter of a Ship, who is not only to keep every one 
in it quiet, in his own Place and Buſineſs, and ſo as to 
do no Evil to another; but, is likewiſe to direct the 
Courſe of the Veſſel; to preſerve it from Rocks and =# 
Sands, or any other Dangers: and is in all this to be 
affiſted by the Strength and Skill of all that are in the 
Ship with bim. In effect, a Magiſtrate's Work and 
uſineſs is more uſeful and difficult; and therefore re- 
quires more Abilities: and it is reaſonable it ſhould be 
recompenc'd with more Honours and Advantages than 
the Employments of other Men. Other Men have 
only each their particular Taſk or Buſineſs allotted. 
them; and if they exerciſe themſelves well in that, 
they have nothing more to mind: whereas a Magi- 
ſtrate is an Overſeer of all that are under him; he has 
not only his private Family, and the particular Con- 
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cerns of it, but the Affairs of every one in general 5 
under his Conſideration: ſo that the Subject of his * 
Thoughts and Care is much wider, and more exten- 


five, than that of other Men: He has need, therefore, 
of a ſuperiour Underſtanding, Diligence and Capacity, 
ſuitable to ſo great an Undertaking: He ought, to ex- 
ceed other Men in theſe; but eſpecially in Integrity 
and Vertue, as his Station is more eminent, and his 
Behaviour of a wider Influence, if blood 


© THERE are wany great Virtues that muſt conſpire 

to render a Man fitly qualified for the Office of a Ma- 

giſtrate; whether of an higher or lower Form: from 
. B 2 which 
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which it will appear, to what excellent Purpoſes this 
Office was inſtituted, and what unſpeakable Benefits 
redound to Men from it, where Per en duly accom- 
pliſh'd, and. well inclin d to the Performance of their 
Duty, are legally veſted with it, 


ift, SUCH ſhould be Men of Prudence and Inte- 
grity: This is the Character that Moſes gives of them 
in Deuteronomy, Chap. 1. Verſe 13. Cake ye wiſe Men 
and Underſi anding, and known among your Tribes, and 
T-will-make them Rulers over you, And it was the O- 
pinion of his Father-in-Law, Jerbro, Exod, Chap. 18. 
Verſe 21. Moreover thou ſhalt provide out of all the 
People Men, ſuch as fear GOD, Men of Truth, bating 
Covetonſi neſs. and place ſuch over them to be Rulers, It 
is evident, from the Extent of their Care, and the 
Variety of the Matters theyare concern'd in, that they 
muſt be Men of more Thought and Conſideration than 
others; if they be Ignorant, or Unexperienc d, they 
ſhall not be able to diſcern Truth from Falſhood, Right 
from Wrong, and conſequently ſhall be uncapable of 
giving a true Judgment, eſpecially in Caſes that are In- 
tricate. And tho' it is not to be expected, that every 
infetiour Magiſtrate ſhould have ſo perfect a Knowledge 
in the Law, or in difficult Points of Juſtice, as Men 
that have beem all their Lives bred and accuſtom'd to 
it; yet; every one who takes this Character upon him, 
ſnould have as much Skill as is ordinarily ſufficient for 
the Matters that can readily come before him. But, 
even where Men, by reaſon of their want of Educati- 
a, or of Natural Parts, fall ſhort of, others, as to 


er 


—— TUE 
their Knowledge, if they be endowed with a fincere 
Probity, and Uprightneſs of Temper, this will abun- 
dantly compenſate it. In the generality of Caſes, any 
one of the loweſt Capacity may ſee on which ſide the 
Right lies; and if he have a pure unbyaſs'd Heart that will 
each him to determine it that way. We much oftner 
go wrong; and do, or judge amiſs, from a Perverſneſs 
of Diſpoſition, from ſome wicked Ply, or Byafs, that is 
upon our Minds; than from a want of Knowledge, or 
a Difficulty of finding.out where the Right is. And, 
tho' it be not always poſſible to attain that heighth of 
Underſtanding that one may defire, or that would be 
uſeful: yet it is in the Power, if it be in the Inclinati- 
on, of every the meaneſt Man; to be as ſincere and up- 
right as any othej : However, it is beſt where both 
theſe are in ſome degree united, proportionably to the 
Eminence of the Man's Station and Office. 


A SECOND Qualification of a good Magiſtrate, to q 
enable him to anſwer the end of his Office, is, that 
he be a Perſon of great Courage, and Conſtancy of C 
Mind. This, likewiſe, is part of the Charge of Moſes 
to thoſe whom he made Judges, Deuteronomy, Chap. 1, 
Verſe 17. Te ſball not reſpect Perſons in Jiedę ment, but 
you ſhall hear the ſmall as well as the great; you ſpall not 
be afraid of the Face of Man, for the Judgment is G O D. 
I know not any Quality that renders. a Man greater in, 
himſelf, and more worthy of Eſteem, than this docs, 
whatever his Condition be; but it is abſolutely neceffa- 
ry to the right Diſcharge. of this Office of a Magiſtrate. 

a Man be of a weak puſillanimous Temper, that tho? 

. 15 he 
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he be convine'd in his Conſcience, that ſuch a one hath en. 
the Right, but that the Wrong-Doer is a Man of Power, | Þ» 
or of Fierceneſs; that it is dangerous to diſoblige him, | ” 
and is afraid of him; ſuch a one is by vo means fit to | *? 
be a Magiſtrate, When he is fuisfied in his Mind; he 1 3 


ouzht to follow the Determination of that, without re- 
gard to any one. Truth and Righteoufneſs ſhould be c 
more to him, than all the World. And, providing he | 
keep ſtrictly to thoſe, heſhould not care where it pinch'd; 
whether it was Friend or Foe; a Man of Power, or 
one of no Might, A good Man in ſuch a Poſt will re- s 
joyce, when he hath an Opportunity of Bearding a pow- 9 
erſul Oppreſſor, and delivering the Oppreſſed. Thus f 
l 
] 
| 
| 


Job ſays of himſelf, Chap. 29. Verſe 17. I brake the | 
aws of the wicked, and pluck d the Spoil out of bis 
Leech, Indeed, there is nothing more agreeable to 
this high Truſt, and the Deſign of it; for that is, as 
have ſhewn, to protect Innocence, and to punith the 
| Guilty. But how can he do this that ſneaks, and is 
over-aw'd'? Being by the Nature of his Office to be 
taffiſted'/by all below him; he ought to look upon him- 
{elf as ſo much ſtronger than any Individual: and that 
therefore he is not to be ſway'd or mov'd from what 
he judges right; by any thing they can ſay or do. But 
if he was not ſo Powerful as the Wrong Doer, he ſhould 
yet be firm; and remember, as Moſes ſaith here, that 
the Judgment is GO D's. He that ſtands up for Truth 
and Righteouſneſs hath: the Almighty on his ſide; for 
theſe ate what he at all times hath eſpouſed, and de- 
clar'd himſclf for. Nor has he occafton for the Exer- 
ciſe of this Vertue, only in the Diſcharge of his Duty 


A to 
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to Inferigurs; it is no lefs neceſſary to him in all the 
Dangers that threaten the Community from without: 


in all theſe, he who is the Head is to diffuſe Spirit, Life 
and Vigour, into the Body; otherwiſe it will droop, 
and become a Prey to the weakeſt Aſſailants. 


A TRHIRD Thing very neceſſary to a Magiſtrate 


for attaining the End of his Office, is, that he be a Man 


of univerſal Probity of Manners in his own Private 
Life. Every Man, how high ſoever bis publick Stati- 
on may be, and how great a Share ſoever, the Publick 
may require of his Time and Thoughts; hath likewiſe 


a private Character, which he ought to adorn, as he is 
a Man and a Chriſtian, As ſuch, every one is oblig'd 
to regulate his Thoughts, Words and Actions, by the 
Law of God; to practice Piety to G 0 D, Juſtice and 


Mercy to Men, and Temperance and Sobriety to him- 


ſelf, Now, he who negleds theſe, or acts contrary to 
them in his private Behaviour; can never he a good Ma- 
giſtrate, whatever Accompliſhments, Natural, or Ac- 


quir'4, he be endowed with beſides, Tho' his Beha- 


viour as to theſe, be only that of a private Man; yet, 
being ſet on high, what he does of this fort, is expos'd 
to publick View, His Actions, or Temper, or Conver- 


lation, is not like that of meaner Men; what they do, 


is as if it were in thè Dark; it is never ſeen, or taken 


Notice of, by the greater part of Men; it can only be 
obferv'd by thoſe that know them; to others they are 


as if they were not, as if they were dead: But for 


him, his privateſt, and moſt retir'd Words and Actings, 


and even his Looks and Motions, arc ſtrictly minded, 
| = and 
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and enquir'd into, and are blaz 4 every- where; and ace. 


cording to the Eminence of his Station this thisis done, 
more or leſs; ſo that Reports paſs of him, good or evil, 


eyery-where, and about every thing. Now, the Im- 
prcſſions that arc thus made in a People of their Ruler, 
are of the utmoſt Importance, both to him and them. 
A Magiſtrate, who in his own Deportment keeps ſtrict- 


ly to what the Law requires, can wuh the more Aſſu— 

rance oblige others to the like Practice; whereas, when 
his Heart tells him that his own Life is irregular ; that 
he is enclin'd to the ſame Vices, which by his Office 


he is bound to puniſh and correct in others, it will ſtrike 


a great Damp upon his Spirit in the Execution of it. 


With what Countenance can a Judge, (if he be notori- 


ous for his Injuſtice in his private Dealings) give Sen- 
tence againſt a leſſer Criminal than himſelf? How can 
2 Juſtice of the Peace puniſh Drunkenneſs, or Lewd- 


neſs, or Curſing, as he is requir'd to d6 in others, if 


he be conſcious of the like Crimes in his own daily 
Practice ? Beſides, their Inferiours knowing the Faults 
of thole above them, look upon thein as an Encourage- 
ment for them to do the like; fo that it is both a weak- 
ning the publick Authority, and the dire& way to en- 

creaſe the Inſolence of their Inferiours, and bring them- 
ſelves and the Laus into Contempt. On the contrary, 
a Magiſtrate, who is a Man of Vertue and Probity, 


being ſenſible that he is ſet over others to make them 
ſuch. he will keep a ſtrict Watch over them; but a 
much ſtricter one over himſelf. He will let them ſee, 


that he requires nothing hard tor others to do, by ex- 
emplifying it in his own Behaviour. His — 
Wi 
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will have a greater Efficacy to bring his Inferiours to 
the like Practice, than all that could be done by Ter- 
rour or Rigour, without it. It gives Strength and Au- 
thority to his Commands; it inſpires his Inferiours 
with a:Reverence and Reſpe& for him; and with an 


Emulation to follow ſo fair a Pattern. It makes the 


| Buſineſs of ſuch a Ruler eaſy ; by engaging his Peo- 


ple to their Duty, in the ſweeteſt and moſt ob- 
liging Manner; which is to do as he has done before 


them. 55 


TAE laſt Quality that I thinke chiefiy deſirable in 


a Magiſtrate, 1s, that he have a ſincere Kindneſs and 


SOood-will to his People; fuch as a Father hath com- 


monly to his Children, and a Shepherd to his Flock: 


that he delight in their Welfare and Proſperity; that 


he make it his chief Care and Study. This, cer- 
tainly, is as neceſſary as any of the former. For, as 


whatſoever Advantages a Man hath for doing any 


thing, if he have but little Heart or Inclination to 
do it; they cannot ſignifie much: So, whatever Ac- 


compliſhments a Man he endowed with, to fit him for 


this Office, little can be expected; if there be not an 


| hearty Zeal and Concern for the good of thoſe under 


his Care, On the other hand, Love, and an earneſt 


Defire of Peoples Good, which is the Conſequence 
of it; is ſo Induſtrious, that it hardly ever fails of 


Succeſfſss. 
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-\'T mrs is it that fills the Father's Head with Care 
and Solictude for his Children; and puts him upon an 
indefatigable Diligence, Day and Night, in proſecution 
of their Benefit. It is this that engageth a faithful 
Shepherd to a continual Attendance on his Flock: That 


makes him not bethink the Scorching Heat by Day, 


nor the Froſty Dews by: Night: That makes him ever 
attentive and thoughtful how he may provide for them; 
by leading them to the ſweeteſt Paſtures; by watching 
againſt Dangers, and encountring the Wild-Beaſts.that 
would devour them. Thus the Care and Love of a 
Father to his Children, and of a Shepherd to his Flock, 
are the-moſt uſual, as well as moſt lively Repreſenta- 
tions of that, of a good Magiſtrate to his People. 
This Principle, if it be really in him, will inſpire 
him with Methods for their Happineſs, and with a Dili- 
gence in proſecuting them; ſuch as he ſhould have been 
_ utterly uncapable of, whatever Virtues or Endowments 
he had beſides, if he was deſtitute of this. * 


IHA E now ſhown how, or in what ſenſe, Ma- 
giſtracy or Government is an Inſtitution of GOD; 
and that Magiſtrates are his Miniſters. He may be 
{aid to have inſtituted, or appointed it, as he hath; 
whatever is Fuſt and Reafonable, and conducive to the 
good of Mankind: Not that he hath enjoyn'd any one 
particular Form. of Government, that it and no other 
ſhould be uſed ; for, then it were a Sin for any People 
to be under a different Form of Government; which, 
think, never any one yet ſaid : And much leſs can 8 
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be alledged, that he hath particularly fix d the Go- 
vernment of the ſeveral Nations of the Earth in ſuch 
Ferſons and their Families in an immediate Way, as he 
did ſome of the Kings of Iſrael of Old, by an expreſs 
Revelation from Heaven about it. As the end of Go- 


vernment is for the good of the Community, he hath left 
it to each Nation and People to caſt and frame itſelf in 


| ſuch Marner, and upon ſuch Conditions, as it ſhould 


judge to be belt for it: And when, in the Courſe of 


Providence, ſuch a Frame of Government is once Eſta- 


bliſh'd, and the Perſon or Perſons that are to Rule in 
ſuch a Method pitched upon, or come to the Poſſeſſion 


ol their Government; they are ſaid to be the Miniſters: 


T That is, The Inſtruments of G O D's Providence for 
good to ſuch a People, whilſt they purſue the end of 


their Office; which is to protect Innocence, and to pro- 
mote Juſtice and Peace. But there is nothing of an 
_ "Hereditary Divine Right in this, as if the GOD of Hea- 

ven had for ever fixed the Government of a People 


under ſuch a Ruler and his Poſterity, tho' he a&ed 


diametrically oppoſite to the end of his Office, (Viz. ) 
The Good of his People; which he was bound to pur- 


ſue, both by the Command of G O D, the Conftitution 

| of his Country, perhaps his own ſolemn Oaths and 
Promiſes, and common Gratitude, and Juſtice for the 
Honours and Services that were paid him: I hat not 
only ſuch a one ſhould be fixed for himſelf, but that 
his Poſterity, to all Generations, ſhould claim a Divine 
Right to be a Scourge of an innocent People, contrary 


to the National- Eſtabliſnment, to the utter Ruin and 
Thraldome of the People: This appears to be not only 
EY | 0 an 
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an imaginary Claim, hut a vile Blaſphemy and Imputa- 
tion, upon the Goodneſs and Mercy of GOD; as if 


he could concurr in authoriſing and perpetuating ſuch a 


Black Iniquity, Moreover, I have laid before you, the 
true End of this Inſtitution ; namely, to preſerve Men 
in Peace and Safety; from injuring one another; and 
from being oppreſs d by a Foreign Enemy: That every 
one may follow his own Imployment, and enjoy the 
Fruits of his own Labour, or give them to his Chil- 
dren and Friends, without being ſubject to be Robbed or 


| Cheated, Or unrighteouſly Deprived of what is his c but | 
that every one ſhould dwell ſecurely under his own Vine, 


and under bis own Fig-tree, as the Scripture expreſſeth it. 


BESI DES, It is the defign of Government to pro- 


mote Piety and Vertue; to bring Men to the greateſt 


Reverence and Seriouſneſs and Piety, in the Worſhip 


of GO D; and to the moſt perfect Charity and Benefi- 


cence to each other; and to make every one Sober and 


Modeſt, and Diligent and Patient: And, indeed, what- 
ever tends to the Improvement of Men; either in their 
Souls or Bodies, or advances, and ſecures their Hap- 


5 pages in this Life; is chiefly owing to this excellent 
Inſtitution. To ſuch gracious Purpoſes was it deſign- 
ed; but it requires proper Means and Inſtruments to 


make it Effectual. 


No Government, how Wiſely ſoever, contrived for 
a Peoples Good, but may be perverted to their De- 
ſtruction; if it it be in the Hands of evil Men. Where 
it is of any Benefit, it muſt be where the Beſt and N 
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thieſt are choſen to be Rulers. They who are adorn'd 
with thoſe Virtues, which I deferib'd before; as more 
peculiarly proper to good Governors. "They mult be 


Men fearing GOD, and hating Covetouſneſs; of pure 
Hearts, and clean Hands; that have a vehement Love 
for, and an ardent Deſire of the Welfare and Proſpe- 


rity of the Publick; and not of the Grandeur and Ex- 
altation of themſelves, and their own private Families 


and Fortunes, Men, whoſe Views and Paſſions cen- 
ter in their own Greatneſs, will ever apply their Au- 
thority to promote it; how contrary ſoever this Uſe of 
their Power be, to the Deſign of entruſting them with 


pur 1cK Power ought never to be apply'd to pri- 
vate Purpoſes ; if it is, it will plunder thoſe whom it 
ought to protect, and deſtroy thoſe whom it ought to 


preſerve, What was it but this ſelfiſh Spirit in the 
| Leading-Men of this Country about Fourſcore Years 


ago, that brought on, and lengthen'd out, that diſmal 


Scene of Anarchy and Confuſion ; under which the Peo- 


ple groan'd for Twenty Years together? It is evident 


to every one, who reads the Hiſtory of that Time, 


| that the Bloodſhed, Rapine and Injuſtice, which made 
ſuch Havock then, was entirely owing to the Ambiti- 
on and Avarice of the ſeveral Great Men, who gain'd 


Authority and Power by a pretended Zeal for the Pub- 
lick: But who, when they had gotten it, apply'd it 
only to the eſtabliſhing their own Greatneſs... 


EA 
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Ir were to be wiſh'd, that the preſent Generation 
could boaſt of a hetter Temper in this Reſpeq; and 
that it could be faid of the Generality, even of the 
Men of Eminence and Quality (who, by their Birth 
and Fortunes, will be always a fort of Rulers over 
meaner Perſons, whether they be in publick Offices or 


not); that they had leſs of this ſordid ſelfiſn Spirit, 


and more of a publick One, than their Fore- Fathers. 


A TenDeR Love to their Country, would make 
them ever prefer the Happineſs and Security of it to 


all private Conſiderations. If they could not always 
procure that heigth of Proſperity to it that they wiſh'd 
for, they would at leaſt fincerely endeavour it; and 


then it were impoſſible for Diſcontents to ariſe: ' The 


People would not fail to have a lively Senſe of the 


Goodneſs of their Superiours, and to make a grateful 
| Return and Acknowledgement for it. 


| AND this brings me to the Third and Liſt Head I. 


propos'd; namely, To explain the Duty of Inferiours 
to Magiſtrates. - oe fic OE 


Now, If tal be Thch, un J have before deſerib d, 


they ought to be; a few Words may ſuffice, to explain 


what Behaviour is due to them. 


SsSRAtl. the Great and Excellent Perſons amongſt 


a People, break their Reſt and Quiet, and be contin- 


vally laying out their Time and Care in watching for 
the Security, and providing for the Welfare, of all 
gt = then! 
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others? And ſhall they, for whoſe Benefit this is 
done, remain Inſenſible and Unaffected? No certainly: 
Even Children come early to a Senſe of the Duty 


which they owe their Parents, for their continual 


Kindneſs and Care; and much more may it be pre- 


ſum'd of People grown up to a mature Underſtanding 
and judgment: That as they can't but have a Senſe. 


and Feeling of the unſpeakable Bleſſings beſtowed and 
preſerv d to them, by the Care of good Magiftrates ; 


their Hearts will over-flow with Love and Gratitude, 


with Reſpe& and 1 to them. Without the 
of the Magiſtrate, the La- 


protection and Aﬀiſtance 
bours of the Diligent, to provide what is uſeful and 


neceſſary to Themſelves and Families, would be to no 


Purpoſe; They would be a perpetual Prey to unjuſt Inva- 
ders, Except the Magiſtrate maintain'd Order and 


Peace, there could be no Safety to any one in his Houſe, | 


more than in the open Field; in the broad Day, more 
than in the darkeſt Night: The more of Mankind 


there were together, there would be ſo many more 


Bears and Wolves to devour each other. 


As thus the Work of the Magiſtrate is of the great- 


eſt Benefit and Neceſlity to People, they ought cer- 


tainly, in return, to teſtify the ſincereſt Love and Gra- 
titude; not only rendering that Tribute and thoſe 
Hynours which are his Due, as the Apoſtle ſaith here; 
but all the other Marks of a thankful Heart, truly 


ſenfible of the mighty Obligations he hath laid upon 
them, by the faithful Diſcharge of his Office. Their 


Hearts will be for ever full of the moſt tender Affecti- 
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on, for the good Deeds he hath done to them; and 
their Mouths ever celebrating his Praiſes. The ſame 
Reſpe& and Love will, and ought to, attend all other 
Magittrates ; as did Job, if they act as he did. Fob, 
Chap, 29. Verſe 7. and ſome of the following Verſes: 
When I went out to the Gate, through the City, the 
Joung Men ſaw me and hid themſelves, and the Aged 
aroſe and flood up, When the Ear heard me, then it 
bleſſed me; and when the Eye ſaw me, it gave witneſs 
to me: Becauſe I deliver d the Poor that cried, and the 
| Fatherleſs, and him that had none to help him. I was 
Eyes to the Blind, and Feet was I to the Lame, a Fa- 
ther to the Poor; and the Cauſe, which I knew nat, I 
ſearched out. ory Eo ao 0 tins ie 


Hk gives here the faithful Diſcharge of his Magi- 
ſtracy, as the Reaſon of the high Reſpect that was 
ſhown to him: And he intimates withal, that the Peo- 
ple freely, and of their own accord, paid him this 
Honour from the Senſe they had of his having acted 
Worthily, as if it had been a natural and neceſſary 
Reſult of his Behaviour towards them. And, indeed, 
tho I cannott affirm that the People have always made 

a grateful Return for the Good that was done them; 
vet Ithink it may tiuly be ſaid, that they do for the 


greateſt Part, 


 . THEKkE are ſome Virtues, or Duties, that we are car- 
_ ried ſo headlong and irreſiſtibly into the Practice of, that 
there ſeems to, be little or no Difficulty in the Perfor- 
mance of them: And of this Nature is that which J 
wei Re oe am 
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am now ſpeaking of, (Vig.) The Love and Reſpect 
which a Feople ought to have to good Magiſtrates : 
1 The Motives to it are ſo many and ſtrong, and ſo well 
; perceived by every One, that the generality muſt be 

hurricd into a Compliance, whether they will or not. 
If any are not Influenc d, it can only be a few, who 
are led by Prejudice, by private Paſſions and Intereſts : 
Such, let a Magiſtrate be ever ſo Upright and Deſer- 
ving, will not acknowledge it: But all others, who 
have a Senſe of his Good-behaviour, cannot hinder 
themſelves to Love and Reſpe& him, for the Good 
he hath endeavour'd to do them: For Ingratitude is ſo 
| Monſtrous a Vice, that unleſs we have particular Mo- 
tives leading us to it, Nature of itſelf recoils againſt 
Ss it. In Effect, a People who are undutiful to a good 
_ Magiſtrate, muſt not only be deſtitute of all Goodneſs, 
they muſt be preverſe Enemies to Themſelves and their 
own Welfare; for they diſcourage and oppole thoſe 
who are endeavouring to promote it. — 


_ Our Fore-Fathers, who appointed this to be 2 | 
Solemn Day-of Thankſgiving to G0 D throughout all 
Generations, for his having delivered this Church and 
Nation from the Miſery, Anarchy and Confuſton hal 
brought upon it, ſhow'd thereby the high Value they 
had for good Magiſtrates, and a juſt and legal Govern- 
ment. Indeed it was no Wonder that they had then 
a lively Senſe of GOD's Goodneſs in reſtoring 77 
theſe; for they had newly come out from a Scene of Sut- 
ffering; they had been ſeverely harraſs'd with Fire and 
Swordʒ and had learn d by ſad Experience, to value a good 
3 D Sovernment 


Bis it FRAU: 1-4” ahh 
4 * ——U— — > . * ns 
* 1 * 
* * - 
= 
L 1 


ä — 


* "0" . 


Government from the want of it. And tho' this be 
the ſure and never - failing Way, to make a People learn 


the true Worth of any Bleſſing; it is to be hop'd, or 


leaſt wiſh'd, that they of this Land ſhall never ſtand in 
need to be inſtructed in this Manner; That we ſhall re- 

tain a juſt Senſe of the Benefit of our Excellent Conftitu- 
tion, and a becoming Thankfulneſs to GOD for it, 
without provoking him to make us know its Value, by. 


depriving us of it. The Nation hath for many Hun- 


dreds of Years flouriſh'd under it; and by the Advantage 
of it alone, in our own Time and Remembrance, hath 
made a greater Figure of Glory, Wealth and Happi- 
neſs, than any of our Neighbours; tho' their Countries 
be more Extended, more Abounding and Fruitful. 


Lex us therefore bleſs G O D with all our Souls, 
that he gave in his kind Providence, the happy Conſtitu- 
tion of Government as by Law Eſtabliſh d in Church 
and State, to this Nation at firſt; that he reftor'd it 


about Sixty Years ago, aſter all the Ruine and Calamities 


the Nation had under: gone by the loſs of it; that he 


hath hitherto ſince perſery'd it, through all the Dan- 


gers we have run of loſing it; and may he in his great 


Goodneſs (till continue it, whilſt there ſhall be a Race 


ol People left upon this Iſland, to be made Happy by 
it. May he for this End, inſpire, from I ime to Lime, 


both our Princes and Subordinate Magiſtrates, with 


that Love to the People, and Zeal ſor the publick 


Welfare, that may animate them to a faithful Diſ- 


charge of their Truſt: And may he likewiſe fill the 
Peoples Hearts with ſuch a Senſe of the Benefits they 
r hereby 
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than theirs. 
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| hereby enjoy, that may ſtir them up to out-do all 


others, in Love, in Honour, and Reſpe& to their Go- 
vernours: That as the Slaves, who are the Subjects in 


other Countries, have not ſuch Obligations laid upon 


them to be thankful; we ſhould let our Governours 


ſee, that we will out-do them in Duty and Love, as 


we are happier, and our Government eaſier and better 


MAT GOD grant this for the Sake of his Dear 


We 
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